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August 1, 2009 on Merritt Lake by Valen-

tine, NE the weather was cloudy and as 

the day went on winds increased to 30 

mph but said he was out of the wind 

where he was fishing.  

Monte stated that the best area of the 

lake was the Powder Horn. He caught his 

fish on wood and lay downs using water-

melon red brush hogs.  

Early in the day the fish were in 7 -8 foot 

of water and moved  later in the day to 1 

foot of water.  
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Tom Harmanð      

Queen City Bassmasters 

4.4 pounds 

 

Dennis Kotasð   

Milligan Bass Anglers 

4.12 pounds 
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Place   No of Fish  Live Fish   Dead   Big Bass   Total  

1st 
Monte Wagner        
(Willow Rippers)   4 4     9.36 

2nd 
Tom Harmon          
(Queen City Bassmasters)   2 2   4.4 8.18 

3rd 
Tom King              
(Lincoln Co. Bassmasters)   3 3     8.1 

4th  
Doug Pinkley           
(Platte Valley Bassmasters)   3 3     6.9 

5th 
Nick Ash                    (Mid

-West Bass Anglers)   2 2     4.78 

6th 
Dave McCoy            
(River City Bass Club)   2 2     4.66 

7th 
Dan Garner           
(Omaha Bass Club)   2 2     4.64 

8th 
Dennis Kotas       
(Milligan Bass)   1 1   4.12 4.12 

9th 
Terry Johnson         
(Twin Rivers Bass Club)   2 2     4.06 

10th 
Doug Lucia           
(Omaha Bass Anglers)   1 1     3.8 

11th 
Doug Borer               
(Blue Valley Bass)   1 1     2.68 

12th 
Mark Madison         
(Great Plains)   1 1     2.44 

13th 
Lee Cooper         
(Douglas County)   1 1     2.42 

14th 
Frank Novak        
(Nemaha Valley Basmasters)   0       0 

14th 
Gene Francois        
(Sarpy Co.)   0       0 

14th 
Gerald Bretschneider 
(Norfolk Bassmasters)   0       0 

14th 
Jerry Avis               
(F.U.N. Bass)   0       0 

14th 
Kenny Wasmund 
(Lincoln Bass Club)   0       0 

14th 
Wayne Remington 
(Blade Runners)   0       0 

  TOTALS 25 25 0  66.14 

   No of Fish  Live Fish   Dead    Total  
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Nebraska Federation members fishing for 1st place in the Federation enjoyed a Prime 

Rib dinner at Cedar Canyon Steakhouse in Valentine, NE.  

Pictured aboveð Lee Cooper, Wayne Remington, Jerry Avis, Monte Wagner, Dave McCoy, 

Doug Borer, Nick Ash, Dan Garner, Doug Pinkley, Tom King, Tom Harman, Terry Johnson, 

Frank Novak, Doug Lucia, Gene Francois, Gerald Bretschneider, Mark Madison, Dennis Kotas.  

Not PicturedðKenny Wasmund 
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Dickôs big bag the last day of the State Tournament 

Branson, MO, formerly of Bellevue, NE. Longtime 
member of Douglas County Bassmasters; Branson 
Bass Club. Original owner I.N. Bass Tournament Cir-

cuit;.  

Former school teacher and coach at Bellevue East 
High School and Logan Fontenelle Jr. High; and 

Blackburn Alternative High School.  

Survived by his wife, Sue; son, Rob and wife Cym-
bre Herringer, Lansing, KS; daughter, Kelley and 
husband Andrew Bell, Papillion, NE; step children, 
Susan and husband Richard Coder, Omaha; Kelly 
and husband Jeff Novotny, Arvada, CO, Don and 
wife Tirza Cameron, New Albany, OH, Tracy and 
husband Don Cook, Omaha, Amy and husband Cris 

Cruz  

Dick was having a great fishing season in 2009. He 
made it on the State Team in 9th place with 34 
pounds most of which was caught on the third day 
of the tournament. He will be missed by his many 

friends around the fishing circuit.  
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Minutes  

July 12, 2009  

 

10:00 A.M. ñMeeting called to order.  

Roll Call ñ18 Clubs present ñ 

 Clubs absent -  Big Eight, Blue Valley, Lincoln Bass, Plum Creek, and Twin Rivers.  

April minutes were approved as sent out.  

Dues ñ- 2009 Dues are due in January  

¶  2009 DUES are due  (Dues ñ$50 per club plus $10 per member)  

  All Clubs paid  

 

ROSTERSñ Updated as sent in  

 

NEW CLUBSñ None  

 

Nebraska Angler  

¶ NEED MORE ADVERTISERSñNEED CLUBS TO PROMOTE THIS  

REPORTS: 

CONSERVATION REPORTñ Larry Wecker ñllwecke@nppd.com  

¶ BASS asking about Brushing Project ñGood Report ñArticle to be in Bass Times  

 ñ Game and Parks said Summit can be done again  

 ñ Clubs to bring possible Lakes for Brushing this winter to next meeting.  

 

YOUTH & CASTING KIDS ñ Dave Greer ñ mstrbass@cox.net  

§ Donate $100 for Lake use for Youth Tournament at Bible Camp  

 ñ Motion and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

§ Casting Kids ñ Article in Angler  

 ñ Casting Kids might be dropped by B.A.S.S.  

 ñ Clubs to take care of Cabelaõs sponsorship 

 ñ Dollars for participation have dropped off, Clubs to work with Cabelaõs, with 

  Kent Priel from Lincoln County Bass to work on  

§ Milligan Bass Anglers started Jr Bass Club ñ 7 members so far  

 

2008 TOURNAMENTS ñ Russ Seaman  

¶ 2009 REGIONALS  

 Nebraska WON!!!!!  

 ñ Team work Great ñ everyone worked together ñ everyone helped everyone  

 ñ Won Boat Certificate ñ VALUE of $30,00  
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 ñ Regional Team, plus Joe & Russ to receive a coat for winning     

  Regionals  

  ñ MOTION and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARIED  

§ BOAT CERTIFICATE  

 ñ Skeeter 2X180 with 150 Yamaha, Minkota Fortrex 80, single axle 

  trailer, Lowrance HDS -5 

  Certificate expires September 26, 2009  

§ 2009 Mr. Bass ñ Practice ñ July 31   Tournament ñ August 1  

  ñ Raise Entry Fee to $125 for 2009 and $150 for 2010, 2011, 

   and 2012  

   ñ Motion and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

SPORT SHOW ñ Dave Knuth (absent)  

§ Fund Raisers  

 ñ Sell Boat Certificate  

 ñ Bring back Banquet and Auction, with Dave Brownõs Showor Bass Pro      

  Spring Fling working with the Horseshoe  

§ RAFFLE 

 ñNASCAR tickets, flight and room in VEGAS  

  ñ MOTION and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

§ Looking for other ways to make money ñ Get ideas from your Club  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

¶ Federation Open ñ Okoboji ñ September 19 -20  

 ñCount from Clubs ñ Roughly 25 Teams  

NEW BUSINESS 

¶ Mr. Bass ñto be 1st weekend in August ñ MOTION and 2nd ñ MOTION CARRIED  

¶ Federation Open to be June 5 & 6, 2010 at Merritt  

  ñ MOTION and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

§ STATE TOURNAMENT by Rotation to be Table Rock April 25 -29, 2010  

  ñ MOTION and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

§ Pay $1000 to National Entry Richard Risewick for Practice  

  ñ MOTION and 2nd to approve ñ MOTION CARRIED  

 

Motion made to adjourn with a second, all in favor. Meeting adjourned 12:36  

Next Meetings will be held October 11, 2009, 10:00 A.M. at the Grand Island Holiday 

Inn.  

 

Randy Cloeter, Secretary  
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Choice. Performance. Flexibility. 

With 7", 8" and 10" screens, best-in-class sonar performance and the 

exclusive SolarMax® color display, you can easily see the Lowrance dif-

ference ï even in bright sunlight. Lowrance 

LCX also offers the widest selection of high-detail mapping options. 

Now with Navionics® Platinum compatibility, high -speed Ethernet net-

working and high-definition sonar recordings 

with the optional Broadband Sounder, itôs easy to see whyLowrance is 

the hands-downfavorite of top fishing pros. Find out more at 

www.lowrance.com. 

 
A brand by Navico ð Leader in Marine Electronics  
 

WHAT YOU SEE 

IS WHAT  

YOU CATCH  

Seize the Day 
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By David Hunter Jones 

Staff Writer, BASS Publications 

 

Denny Brauer, 1987 Toyota Tundra Bassmaster Angler of the 

Year and 1998 Bassmaster Classic champion, knows that the 

summer-fall transition period can prove difficult but he has a 

few tips to help you overcome the challenge 

Brauer says the most important thing to focus on during the late 

summer transition is the forage. In most cases, that means shad. 

The forage is the one constant on the lake as the water is begin-

ning to turn over and the fish are moving daily trying to find a 

routine to settle into. 

"The transition can be tough. The honeyhole scenario from summer is over because it's been way over-

pressured," he says. "This is an exciting and frustrating time of year to be fishing. A lot of guys need to make a 

change in the water they are targeting, even from a week ago. 

"Some fish are still in full summer pattern, and some are in full fall, but most will be in that transition phase, 

and that means chasing bait," he says. "For the most part, they're moving shallow, so you want to follow them 

into the creeks." 

Brauer favors shad imitating baits like square-billed crankbaits, but will also lean heavily on a 1/2-ounce 

Strike King Premier Plus spinnerbait in Sexy Shad. Brauer works his spinnerbait differently this time of year 

to mimic the baitfish activity. 

"I fish it high in the water column rather than slow rolling it like in summer," he says. "Usually I keep it within 

the top 2 feet of the water. When the water is clearer, I move it faster and keep it higher so they don't get a 

good look at it. In dirty water, I like Indiana or Colorado blades that thump more to help the bass find it." 

Brauer opts for a 7-foot, 3-inch American Rodsmiths rod for his spinnerbaiting. The fast tip allows him to use 

it as a worming rod as well. He likes the increased casting distance and hook setting power a long rod offers. 

An Ardent XS1000 spooled with 20-pound-test Seaguar fluorocarbon does the casting and retrieving. 

A spinnerbait allows Brauer to cover lots of water while searching for baitfish. He starts firing at isolated tar-

gets such as stumps or logs or any place a bass may use to ambush prey. If you don't have any isolated targets, 

Brauer says to watch for shad. If you see any, you need to run a bait through that area. 

"You can't sit and pick a spot apart now, you need to move. The fish are scattered around and are relating to 

the bait," he says. "You need to cover a lot of water, but you need to cover the right type of water, too." 

By that he means shallow water. Flats on the main lake and the inside bends of creeks that lead to the flats are 

his favorites. 

"Come fall, you can just pick up a buzzbait and have things start working for you, but now it's tough. The bait 

is the most important thing to find. If you're totally lost, head to main lake and secondary points and you can 

probably salvage a day by picking off a few fish that are still in summer mode," he says. 

Denny Brauer recommends focusing on the forage 

during the summer-fall transition.  
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  TEAM NAMES DAY 1 BIG DAY 1 DAY 2 BIG DAY 2 TOTAL TOTAL PLACE 

  FISH BASS 1 WEIGHT FISH BASS WEIGHT FISH WEIGHT  

1 Pat Klausen-Shawn Holly 3   6.20 4   8.92 7 15.12 1ST 

2 Kent Priel-Kelly Bailey 2 3.00 4.74 2   6.52 4 11.26 2ND 

3 

Romas Zaliuskas-       

Dale Burriell  4   8.46 1 2.08 2.08 5 10.54 3RD 

4 Gene Francois-Rich West 3   6.50 1 2.80 2.80 4 9.30 4TH 

5 Pat Hayes-Tim Hamilton 3   6.84 1 2.30 2.30 4 9.14 5TH 

6 Mark Vote-Tom Truscott 3   6.74 1 2.08 2.08 4 8.82 6TH 

7 Alex Franks-Gilles Monif 3   6.62 1 1.90 1.90 4 8.52 7TH 

8 

Roland Keetle-             

Edward Newman 2   4.58 1 3.76 3.76 3 8.34 8TH 

9 Dave Francois-Bob Hike 3   6.00 1 1.74 1.74 4 7.74 9TH 

10 Ralph Leonard-Nick Ash 2 2.34 3.88 2   3.48 4 7.36 10TH 

11 

Ray Wilczynski-          

Rich Wilczynski 1 1.94 1.94 2   4.90 3 6.84 11TH 

12 Dan Cook-Darrin Gatlin 2   4.24 1 2.22 2.22 3 6.46 12TH 

13 

Randy Cloeter-           

Larry Cloeter 0 0.00 0.00 1 4.84 4.84 1 4.84 13TH 

14 

Terry Liebentritt-          

Michael Wood 1 4.58 4.58 0   0.00 1 4.58 14TH 

15 

Mike Wilczynski-        

Tony Collins 1 4.44 4.44 0   0.00 1 4.44 15TH 

16 Jerry Avis-Mark Borchers 1 1.74 1.74 1 2.48 2.48 2 4.22 16TH 

17 Dennis Kotas-Lois Kotas 1 2.10 2.10 1 2.10 2.10 2 4.20 17TH 

18 

Richard Manthey-          

Robert Versaw 2   4.14 0   0.00 2 4.14 18TH 

19 Tom Garner-Greg Bahle 2   3.74 0   0.00 2 3.74 19TH 

20 Doug Pinkley-Tim Thor 0 0.00 0.00 2   3.58 2 3.58 20TH 

21 

Larry Wecker-               

Gerald-Bretschneider 1 2.36 2.36 0   0.00 1 2.36 21ST 

22 

Rodney Brase-           

Dave Brown 0 0.00 0.00 0   0.00 0 0.00 22ND 

23 Don Kouba-Martin Kathol 0 0.00 0.00 0   0.00 0 0.00 22ND 

24 

Bryan Shaw-               

John Francois 0 0.00 0.00 0   0.00 0 0.00 22ND 

25 

Jim Powers-                    

Russ Seaman 0 0.00 0.00 0   0.00 0 0.00 22ND 

  1                   

                      

 TOTALS 40  89.84 23  55.70 63 145.54  
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Pat Klausen-Shawn Holly          

15.12 pounds 

Kent Priel-Kelly Bailey         

11.26 pounds  
Romas Zaliuskas-       

Dale Burriell         

10.54 pounds 

Gene Francois-Rich West              

9.30 pounds  

Pat Hayes-Tim Hamilton   

 

9.14 pounds  

Terry Liebentritt-          
Michael Wood              

4.58 pounds 

Randy Cloeter- Larry Cloeter             

4.84 pounds 
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96th and L Street * 402 -339 -9600  

New and Used  

Bass Boat Information:        

www.omahamarinecenter.com  

OMAHA MARINE CENTER 

Nebraskaôs Best Full Service Boat Dealer! 

 

CABELA'S IS PROUD SPONSOR 

OF CASTINGKIDS 

As as sponsor of CastingKids,    
Cabela's is pleased to host Casting-
Kids events at their stores. 

2009  
BASS Federation Nation 
Championship 

Harris Chain of Lakes 
Tavares, Florida 

OCTOBER 25-31, 2009 

2010 State Tournament Table Rock Lake April 25-29, 2010 

2010 Federation Open Merritt Lake  June 5&6, 2010 

2010 Mr. Bass  ???? August 7, 2010 




